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CITY    OF    BLOOMINGTON 


JUDY   MARKOWITZ,    MAYOR 


July  9,  2000 


Rick  Harney 
6  Ardith  Drive 
Normal  IL  61761 

Dear  Rick, 


Abe  Lincoln  sculpture 
'wonderful  gift'  to  city 

A  big  "Thank  you,  Mayor  Judy"  for 
the  wonderful  historic  sculpture  of  Presi- 
dent Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  courthouse 
square  (in  Downtown  Bloomington). 

The  bronze  figure  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln sitting  and  relaxing  on  a  bronze 
bench  is  special.  I  sat  down  and  looked 
into  Lincoln's  eyes  and  I  was  so  over- 
whelmed as  it  seemed  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
looking  right  into  my  eyes. 

Every  parent  should  take  their  little 
ones  and  have  them  sit  on  the  bench 
with  President  Lincoln's  arm,  around 
them.  What  a  wonderful  memory  that 
would  be  in  the  children's  future. 

I  want  to  thank  Mayor  Judy  (Marko- 
witz)  and  the  sculptor,  Rick  Harney,  for 
the  most  wonderful  gift  of  President 
Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  City  of  Bloom- 
ington. Everyone  in  McLean  County 
should  take  a  few  minutes  and  stop  and 
relax  on  the  bench  and  enjoy  our  beauti- 
ful city. 

Loretta  Kelly 
■»  Bloomington 

This  letter  was  also  signed  by  Mary  Kelly. 


Thank  you  for  your  interest  and  willingness  to  take  on  the  Lincoln 
Bench.  I  am  just  as  thrilled  each  time  I  ride  by  and  see  people  around 
it,  as  I  was  when  I  watched  it  lifted  into  place. 

For  you  it  must  be  like  your  baby.  The  love,  the  care,  the  finessing,  the 
pride.   But  certainly  the  thrill  must  be  knowing  what  pleasure  it  will 
bring  to  so  many  who  will  come  to  sit  next  to  Mr  Lincoln  from  now  til 
forever.   I  cannot  imagine  how  you  must  feel,  knowing  already  how  in 
love  with  it  the  people  of  this  community  are.  109  East    .. 

Post  Office  Box  3157 

I  doubt  there  will  ever  be  a  more  memorable  decision  I  make  in  my    Boom ns  -" 
days  as  mayor  that  the  decision  to  give  that  bench  to  the  community.70 

309.434.2210  tel 

Certainly  nothing  has  made  me  more  proud.  309  434„02 

For  Hear.-g  Impaired 

I  will  forever  treasure  the  memory  of  this  experience,  from  start  to    ny309.s29.51 15 
finish.  Thank  you,  Rick,  for  your  very  beautiful  work  of  art.  on  equd  :cporiunily 
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Alyssa  Shaneman,  4,  gave  Abraham  Lincoln  a  hug  from  behind  soon  after  the  unveiling  of 
the  new  Lincoln  bench  on  the  east  side  of  the  McLean  County  Museum  of  History  during 
Bloomington's  sesquicentennial  celebration  on  Saturday.  The  event  continues  today. 


The  Pantagraph/DANA  L.  HOBACK 

Several  people  swarmed  the  bench  on  Saturday  to  get  a  photo  or  rub  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  nose  right  after  the  unveiling  ceremony  of  the  bench. 
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Friday,  September  30,  2005 

Work  to  start  on  Lincoln  statue 

By  Karen  Walters 

pontiac@pantagraph.com 

PONTIAC  -  In  less  than  a  year,  Abraham  Lincoln  will  be  standing  on  the  Livingston  County  Courthouse 
lawn. 

Sculptor  Rick  Harney  and  The  Lincoln  Statue  committee  announced  Wednesday  that  work  would  begin 
on  the  life-sized  statue  of  the  former  president  in  the  next  week  and  they  expect  the  statue  to  be  on  the 
lawn  by  June. 

The  committee  has  raised  more  than  half  of  the  $45,000  needed  to  construct  the  statue.  The  statue  will 
depict  Lincoln  leaning  against  a  split  rail  fence.  Fund-raising  efforts  will  continue  with  the  addition  of  bricks 
for  sale,  said  group  member  Barb  Sancken. 

The  statue  will  be  located  on  the  south  side  of  the  courthouse  to  the  east  side  of  the  sidewalk.  Previous 
plans  had  the  statue  on  the  east  side  of  the  courthouse. 

Harney  said  he  will  start  working  on  the  actual  statue  Wednesday.  He  has  already  completed  some 
preliminary  work,  including  a  small  clay  model  and  a  working  with  a  person  and  fence  similar  is  size  as 
the  statue. 

The  group  hopes  the  statue  also  will  become  a  draw  for  tourists. 

The  committee  gave  Harney  the  money  needed  to  start  the  project,  which  they  hope  to  unveil  during 
Harvest  Days. 

Bricks  sold  will  be  engraved  and  then  used  to  create  the  walkway  to  the  statue.  The  bricks  range  from 
$100  to  $5,000.  Those  who  have  already  donated  more  than  $100  will  receive  a  brick. 

The  project  began  when  Sancken  told  the  Dialectic  Society  about  Lincoln's  time  in  Pontiac  and  Livingston 
County. 

Harney  created  the  Lincoln  statue  on  the  McLean  County  Museum  of  History,  along  with  statues  of  Adlai 
Stevenson  and  Minor  Myers  Jr. 

Lincoln  traveled  to  Livingston  County  while  he  was  a  lawyer  traveling  the  local  circuit.  When  he  was  31, 
he  opposed  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  the  first  case  tried  in  the  county. 

Lincoln  spoke  that  the  Pontiac  Presbyterian  church  in  1860.  He  stayed  at  401  W.  Livingston  St.,  a  home 
that  still  stands  today. 

Copyright  ©  2005,  Pantagraph  Publishing  Co.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Statue  of  Lincoln  to  honor  visits 

By  Karen  Walters 
kwalters@pantagraph.com 

PONTIAC  Abraham  Lincoln  once  talked  about  how  a  child  looks  at  the  White  House  and  wishes  one  day 
to  become  president. 

Now,  a  statue  of  the  16th  president  may  have  the  same  influence  on  the  children  of  Livingston  County. 

"Kids  can  come  and  look  at  it  and  ask  questions,"  said  Barb  Sanken,  a  member  of  the  Lincoln  Statue 
Committee.  "Lincoln's  visits  to  Pontiac  and  Livingston  County  will  no  longer  be  lost  history." 

A  life-size  bronze  statue  of  the  president  will  be  unveiled  in  two  weeks  on  the  south  side  of  the  Livingston 
County  Courthouse.  A  group  of  residents  has  worked  for  about  two  years  to  raise  the  money. 

"It  is  going  to  be  very  exciting,"  said  committee  member  Dee  Woodburn.  "People  from  all  over  the  county 
really  helped  to  make  this  happen.  It'll  be  there  forever." 

Efforts  to  erect  the  statute  began  after  Sanken,  a  lifelong  Pontiac  resident,  researched  local  history  and 
found  Lincoln  came  to  the  area  several  times  while  he  traveled  the  legal  circuit  as  a  young  attorney. 

From  1840  to  1860,  Lincoln  was  in  the  county  several  times.  He  was  one  of  the  lawyers  in  the  first  case 
tried  in  Livingston  County,  was  among  travelers  who  were  stranded  in  a  snow  storm,  once  spoke  at  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  spent  the  night  at  a  house  on  Livingston  Street  that  still  stands. 

Lincoln's  funeral  procession  train  went  through  Pontiac  in  1865  on  its  way  to  Springfield. 

The  statue  will  depict  Lincoln  in  his  30s,  leaning  against  a  split  rail  fence  with  a  coat  draped  over  his  arm. 
The  statue  will  be  positioned  so  visitors  can  stand  next  to  it  for  pictures. 

The  brick  courtyard  for  the  statue  already  has  been  laid.  Engraved  bricks  were  sold  to  help  raise  the 
money;  larger  bricks  share  a  timeline  of  Lincoln's  visits. 

More  than  $70,000  was  raised  in  the  effort.  Small  bricks  are  still  available  for  $100  donations. 

Sculptor  Rick  Harney,  who  completed  the  Lincoln  statue  on  the  McLean  County  Museum  of  History  lawn, 
started  work  on  the  statue  last  year.  It  will  be  unveiled  during  the  ceremony. 

The  dedication  ceremony  will  include  Lincoln's  history  in  the  county  and  patriotic  music. 

Copyright  ©  2006,  Pantagraph  Publishing  Co.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Plaza  planned  for  home  of  Pontiac  Lincoln  statue 

By  Karen  Walters 
kwalters@pantagraph 

PONTIAC  -  A  plaza  will  be  created  to  give  an  Abraham  Lincoln  statue  a  permanent  place  on  the  Livingston 
County  Courthouse  Square,  and  the  public  is  being  asked  to  help  pay  for  it. 

The  life-sized  bronze  statue  of  the  country's  16th  president  will  depict  him  as  a  young  lawyer  in  his  30s,  the  age 
he  was  when  he  visited  Livingston  County. 

The  statue  is  the  centerpiece  of  a  two-year  project  in  which  the  Lincoln  Statue  Committee  is  promoting 
awareness  of  the  county's  link  to  the  famous  president.  Organizers  also  hope  it  will  tie  Pontiac  into  Lincoln- 
related  tourism  across  Central  Illinois. 

"We  want  him  to  look  the  way  he  did  when  he  visited  here.  It  is  lost  history,"  said  committee  member  Barb 
Sancken,  a  lifelong  county  resident  who  said  she  didn't  know  Lincoln  had  been  in  the  county  until  she  did 
research. 

The  committee  continues  to  raise  money  for  the  statue  and  plaza,  which  will  feature  benches,  engraved  bricks 
and  lighting  at  night.  The  entire  project  will  cost  about  $70,000,  of  which  half  has  been  raised  so  far. 

Large  bricks  have  to  be  ordered  by  March  15,  smaller  ones  by  April  15. 

Brick  cost  $100  to  $5,000  depending  on  the  size.  Committee  member  Dee  Ingles  said  the  bricks  can  be  engraved 
with  any  message,  including  Lincoln  quotes  or  statements  honoring  family  members  or  groups. 

The  statue  will  be  on  the  south  side  of  the  courthouse,  and  the  committee  hopes  to  unveil  and  dedicate  it  this 
summer. 

"The  granite  brinks  will  create  a  plaza  for  people  to  sit  and  reflect  on  him,"  said  Ingles.  "It  will  be  permanent 
piece  of  history.  It  will  be  a  large  area." 

When  Lincoln  was  31,  he  opposed  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  the  first  case  tried  in  the  county.  The  pair  went  on  the 
face  each  other  in  campaigns  for  the  U.S.  Senate  and  the  presidency. 

Along  with  practicing  law  in  the  county,  Lincoln  spoke  at  the  Pontiac  Presbyterian  Church  in  1 860.  He  stayed  at 
401  W.  Livingston  St.,  a  home  that  still  stands  today. 

The  statue  will  depict  Lincoln  leaning  against  a  split-rail  fence. 

His  long-sleeved  shirt  will  have  the  top  button  open,  and  he'll  be  wearing  a  loosely  hanging  bow  tie  and  vest.  A 
long  coat  will  be  over  his  arm,  and  a  watch  chain  will  dangle  from  a  vest  button  to  a  pocket. 

His  signature  hat  will  be  resting  on  the  fence. 

Sculptor  Rick  Harney  started  working  on  the  actual  statue  in  September,  when  the  committee  gave  him  the  first 
payment.  He  had  been  working  with  a  small,  clay  model  and  with  a  person  and  fence  the  similar  to  the  size 
depicted  by  statue. 

A  wax  model  has  been  completed. 
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Harney  also  created  the  Lincoln  statue  on  the  McLean  County  Museum  of  History  lawn  in  Bloomington.  Like 
that  sculpture,  the  Pontiac  one  will  be  designed  to  allow  people  to  pose  with  it. 
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Lincoln  statue  unveiled 

Some  160  years 
after  his  initial 
arrival  in  Livingston 
County,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  the  16th 
president  of  the 
United  States,  has 
returned  to  the 
scene  where  he 
made  his  mark  as  a 
young  lawyer. 

This  time  he  will  be 
staying 

permanently  due  to 
the  efforts  of  some 
county  residents 
who  worked  to 
bring  a  life-size 
statue  of  Honest 
Abe  to  stand  on  the 
southeast  side  of 
the  Livingston 
County  Courthouse 
lawn  as  a  reminder 
of  Lincoln's  ties  to 
the  county. 

Four  years  after 

after  an  idea  for 

the  statue  was 

formed,  Lincoln 

evolved  into  the  6- 

foot-4  bronze  statue  that  was  unveiled  Friday  at  during  a  6:30  p.m.  ceremony. 

Lincoln's  statue  was  placed  on  Tuesday,  June  13,  but  was  covered  until  Friday's  dedication. 
Lincoln  Statue  committee  member  George  Knudsen  presided  over  the  half-hour  ceremony 
at  which  Livingston  County  Coroner  Mike  Burke  detailed  some  of  Lincoln's  trips  through  the 
county. 

After  Burke's  presentation,  members  of  the  Lincoln  Statue  Committee  unveiled  the  statue 
before  a  crowd  of  hundreds  around  the  square. 

Sculptor  Rick  Harney  created  the  1,000-pound,  cast  bronze  statue,  which  shows  a  31-year- 
old,  thin  and  beardless  Lincoln,  standing  and  leaning  against  a  split  rail  fence,  a  coat 
draped  over  his  right  forearm.  Lincoln  was  31  when  he  first  started  coming  to  Pontiac  in 
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Members  of  the  Lincoln  Statue  Committee 
remove  the  cover  from  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
statue  during  the  unveiling  ceremony  Friday 
evening  at  the  Livingston  County  Courthouse. 
The  6:30  p.m.  ceremony  preceded  Friday's 
Pontiac  Municipal  Band  concert. 


6/29/2006 


Print  version  Page  2  of  2 


1840. 

The  statue  will  remind  residents  and  visitors  of  Lincoln's  connection  to  Pontiac,  and  his 
visits  here  between  1840  and  1860.  As  a  lawyer,  he  practiced  law  in  Pontiac  on  numerous 
occasions,  including  a  case  during  the  first  regular  term  of  Livingston  County's  Circuit 
Court,  on  May  18  and  19,  1840,  only  three  years  after  the  county  was  established.  On  a 
number  of  those  occasions  Lincoln's  opponent  in  the  courtroom  was  Stephen  Douglas,  the 
man  whom  Lincoln  faced  in  numerous  historical  debates. 

The  Lincoln  Statue  Committee  held  a  brick-selling  drive  for  businesses,  organizations  and 
individuals  to  have  their  thoughts  inscribed  on  the  ground  below  Lincoln. 
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